
Angel Tree Christmas Party 
Several families blessed at this year’s festivities 

Our Angel Tree ministry here at Fox River Lutheran Church has been 
bringing joy to families with a loved one who is in prison. Several of the 
families and members of our congregation stay in touch throughout the 
years.  The Angel Tree event was the brainchild of Shirley Bodett and 
started back in 2011.  Each year our guests appreciate the love that is 
exhibited through this ministry and express their gratefulness repeatedly. 
One of the guests from 2018 wrote a letter thanking us for all the gifts and 
the wonderful party as well as the appreciation to each person who signed 
the Christmas card they received. Shirley believes we are called to express 
the love of Christ in this way so that the incarcerated parents and children 
are able to stay connected. It is said that it takes a village to raise a child, 
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PURIFY 

Create in me  

a pure heart, 

Oh God,  

and renew  

a steadfast 

spirit  

within me. 

Psalms 51:10 
NIV
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but in this case, it also takes a church to guide them towards the right path. This event truly blesses 
everybody who attends - both guests and church members alike. Please playfully considering joining 
us next year! You will be blessed. 

Meet the Church 
Lydia Larsen, Banner Painter Extraordinaire 

Lydia Larsen has been painting banners for longer 

than she can remember. Pastor Kevin finds the 

artwork he wants for his sermon series, enlarges  the 

picture and then Lydia works her magic. She uses 

paints and colors with markers to create the banner 

that you see hanging next to the altar. Her husband, 

Curtis, likes to paint and color too, and is often found 

working beside her to finish the banner. Curtis is Mr. 

Fixit at the church. You name it, he’s probably already 

fixed it!  Lydia became a member of Fox River 

Lutheran Church in June of 2006 and Curt joined 

much later in August of 2018.  Both Lydia and Curtis are heavily involved in the church. Besides 

painting banners and fixing anything that is broken, Lydia is the only woman on the Security Team 

and Curtis ushers every Sunday. The Larsens live in Marseilles, just down the road from the old 

church.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Please join us for Lenten Services beginning on  

Wednesday, February 26 at 7:00pm.  
Please join us as we prepare for Easter.
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